
Regional Economic Development Report and Review
November 2016 – 3rd Quarter



Overview of Economic Indicators



Goals
i. To ensure the City’s investment in partner organizations is returning

measurable progress on key citywide and zone‐based economic
metrics that partners have a direct influence upon.

ii. To align both citywide and place‐based economic development
strategies to promote efficient and effective use of resources in
order to drive economic success in all areas of the City.

iii. To communicate to residents and other partners how the economic
development efforts and investment are benefitting all areas of the
City.
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Source: Illinois Department of Employment Security Local Area Unemployment Statistics

Unemployment Rate
YTD 2015 YTD 2016 Change

City Rockford 8.2% 8.2% 0.0%
Rockford MSA 6.9% 7.0% 0.1%

Northern Stateline 6.8% 6.9% 0.1%
Illinois 6.0% 6.1% 0.1%
U.S.A. 5.5% 5.0% ‐0.5%
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Unemployment by Census tract:



Source: Illinois Department of Employment Security Current Employment Statistics
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City of Rockford Jobs By Planning Area

Note: Education jobs not
included due to limitations of
geographic data.Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 LEHD Origin‐Destination Employment Statistics (LODES).
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 LEHD Origin‐Destination Employment Statistics (LODES).
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Wholesale Trade, Transportation, and Warehousing Jobs by Planning Area

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 LEHD Origin‐Destination Employment Statistics (LODES).
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 LEHD Origin‐Destination Employment Statistics (LODES).
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 LEHD Origin‐Destination Employment Statistics (LODES).
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2014 LEHD Origin‐Destination Employment Statistics (LODES).
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Partner Organization‐RAEDC



3Q RAEDC Business Activities



3Q Business Attraction Submittals



3Q Business Outreach



3Q Business Retention & Expansion Projects



Workforce Development/Education

• Partnering with RPS205 Great Lakes College and Career Pathways 
Initiative Grant, on travel team for WBL and internship initiative 

• Workforce Pipeline Mapping Project
• To compliment and partner with WIOA/WIB Project
• Understanding competency needs by employer’s side of 
equation… Talent Module

• Completed Chase Grant utilizing “Lean” method for Workforce 
Development , expanding options

• Continue to align with partners on “single point of entry” and 
develop regional marketing plan



Align ‐ Global Trade Park

• Continuing to partner with the City of Rockford and the Airport in 
marketing the Global Trade Park (GTP)

• Aligning an initiative to form a  GTP business association … 4 
businesses currently confirmed with 2 additional prospects

• Working to secure developer interest



Partner Organization – COR 
Economic Development Division



Goal Actual Goal Actual

Commercial New 
& Retained 

Projects
Total 15 4 8 8 17

Industrial New & 
Retained Projects Total 12 3 7 6 16

New & Retained 
Jobs

Total 400 100 366 300 972

Private Investment $30,000,000
Public Investment
Public/Private Percent

Economic Development 2016 
Quarterly Performance

2016 Annual 
Target

3rd Quarter Year to Date

Total Investment $518,492,607

0.80%

$8,207,583
$851,485
10.37%

$4,139,954



3rd Quarter 2016 Program Dashboard



1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr
Applications Received 7 31 18 2 1 0 1 1 4 43 4 4
Applications Cancelled 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Applications Complete 6 21 18 2 1 0 1 1 2 20 4 4
Applications Pending 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Certificates Issued 4 32 18 2 1 0 1 1 3 43 4 3
Jobs Created 0 234 2 170 3 0 50 0 40 168 0 3
Jobs Retained 5 419 0 30 0 0 50 0 20 0 0 3
Fees Received 647$              9,665$      2,236$        131.00$  278$          -$       1,500.00$   750.00$   4,673$         -$            2,430$       406$      
Total Building Material Cost 356,592$        108,436$   112,533$    -$       55,637$      -$       -$          -$        995,521$      740,560$      -$          -$       
Estimated Exemption 29,419$             8,946$         9,283.97$     ‐$     4,590$           ‐$     ‐$          ‐$          82,130$           61,096$           ‐$         ‐$    

Rockford EZ 1 Rockford I-90 EZ River Edge
2016 Sales Tax Exemption Statistics



Year to Date River Edge & Enterprise Zone Projects





Partner Organization ‐ Northern 
Illinois Workforce Alliance
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Workforce Development & Training Program Services 
July 2016‐September 2016

471 of 722 (65.51%) customers receiving WIOA‐Funded Staff 
Assisted Services were Rockford residents.

61104
17.2%

61108
16.1%

61101
15.3%

61109
13.8%

61103
13.4%

61102
10.6% 61107

9.8%
61114
3.8%

Rockford Customers by Zip Code

Note: Totals limited to
residents with a Rockford
mailing address.



Program Customers by ZIP Code

Note: Totals limited to
residents with a Rockford
mailing address.



Program Customers by ZIP Code

Note: Totals limited to
residents with a Rockford
mailing address.



Partner Organization – RAAR 































Rockford Area Convention & 
Visitors Bureau



Year to Date Hotel Occupancy
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Year to Date (Jan 16 ‐ Sept 16) 12 Month Total (Oct 15 ‐ Sept 16)

Year-to-Date Hotel Room Demand

518,291

664,770

515,357
667,657



Year to Date Revenue (in millions)
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2016

2015

Year to Date (Jan 16 ‐ Sept 16) 12 Month Year to Date Oct 15 ‐ Sept 16)

$43.68

$55.32

$43.69
$56.08



2015 Sites and Attractions Attendance



2017 U.S. Synchronized Skating Championships
Date: February 23‐25, 2017
Location: BMO Harris Bank Center; Central 
Attendance: 96 teams and 5,000 total visitors expected
Economic Impact: $630,000 + in visitor spending
Hotel Room Impact: 3,500 Room Nights

AAU Midwest Regional Gymnastics Championships
Date: May 5‐7, 2017
Location: UW Health Sports Factory, Central
Attendance: 400‐500 and 1,500 total visitors expected
Economic Impact: Estimated 485 room nights and $87,300



Premier SuperCopa Soccer
Date: June 9‐12, 2017
Location: Mercyhealth Sportscore Two, Northeast
Attendance: 156 teams, 6,000 total visitors
Economic Impact: 10,000 room nights and $1,800,000

Elite Clubs National League Playoffs
Date: June 22‐27, 2017
Location: Mercyhealth Sportscore Two, Northeast
Attendance: 240 teams, 10,000 total visitors expected
Economic Impact: 14,000 room nights and $2,520,000 EEI 



Discussion and Q&A


