
Thomas Bona, R1PC’s Research and Information Director, attended the annual conference of the 
Council for Community and Economic Research (C2ER) in Atlanta in June. The conference theme, 
“RISE – Resiliency, Innovation, Skills, Equity in Economic Research” was particularly relevant to 
R1PC’s work with our economic and workforce development partners, including several upcoming 
projects. Bona attended several sessions on determining employer needs for skilled workers and 
tracking credentials, certifications, and other “middle skills” that have been traditionally more 
difficult to monitor than degree completions. One session, “New Developments in Credentials 
Research,” included information from Missouri that will assist R1PC with the Northern Illinois 
Coordinated Workforce Report. At the conference, Bona met with those responsible for the State of 
St. Louis Workforce report that is one of the inspirations for the upcoming Northern Illinois report. 
Another session explained successful efforts to engage employers directly on workforce needs in 
Charlotte and in Northern Virginia.

Bona also learned from site selectors what kind of information they expect from regional economic 
development organizations when siting businesses, which will help his team’s work supporting 
members of R1PC’s new Economic Development Committee. The conference included presentations 
from the U.S. Census Bureau, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, and the U.S. Bureau of Economic 
Analysis on upcoming improvements to data products used by R1PC and its partners. A keynote 
address by Carol Naughton, President of Purpose-Built Communities, referenced the organization’s 
consideration of a potential project in Rockford, including research provided at the time by R1PC.

Founded in 1961, C2ER is a 
membership organization 
that promotes excellence 
in community and 
economic research by 
working to improve data 
availability, enhance data 
quality, and foster learning 
about regional economic 
analytic methods.

THE

CONNECTION
POINT

July/August 2018

The Council for Community and Economic 
Research Conference

 July 10, 2018
Alternative Transportation 

Committee
at Regional Design Center

- 2:00 PM

July 19, 2018
WinGIS Technical Committee

at City of Loves Park: City Hall 
- 9:00 AM

MPO Technical Committee
at City of Loves Park: City Hall 

- 10:00 AM

Environmental Committee

at Regional Design Center
- 4:00 - 6:00 PM

August 14, 2018
Alternative Transportation 

Committee
at Regional Design Center

- 2:00 PM

August 23, 2018
WinGIS Policy Committee

at Regional Design Center 
- Noon

MPO Policy Committee
at Regional Design Center 

- 1:00 PM

RPC Board
at Regional Design Center 

- 1:30 PM

Cancellations will be posted on the 
website.

Upcoming Events

http://www.rmapil.org/upcoming-meetings/


On May 3rd, the Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (MPO) Policy Committee formally created 
the Alternative Transportation Committee (ATC). The role of this newly formed committee is to 
act as an advisory committee to the Technical Committee on active and public transportation 
policy, planning, and implementation activities. The committee will be tasked with supporting the 
development and maintenance of two of the MPO’s documents: The Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for 
the Rockford Metropolitan Area and the Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation 
Plan, as well as other transportation planning initiatives. Additionally, the committee will serve as 
a forum for information exchange regarding alternative transportation policy, practice, and design 
considerations. 

The committee met for the first time on Tuesday, June 12th with a total of 17 attendees, including 
eleven committee members, one Technical Committee member, and five R1PC staff members. The 
topic of discussion for this meeting focused on two sources of funding the region receives related 
to alternative transportation, the Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside and the FTA Section 5310 
Program. In the future, the ATC will help MPO staff on the evaluation and prioritization of eligible 
projects requesting funds from those sources and provide a recommendation to the Technical 
Committee. Additionally, the meeting allowed for members to meet in smaller working groups. 
The working groups will focus on pursuing specific topics/projects related to mobility (public 
transportation), ADA accessibility, and active transportation initiatives. 

The ATC will meet on a quarterly basis with working groups meeting on an as needed basis. The 
next ATC meeting is tentatively scheduled for July 10th in the Regional Design Center, 315 N Main 
St, Rockford at 2 PM. All ATC scheduled meetings and working groups meetings will be posted 
on the MPO’s website in advance of the meeting. For more information on this Committee or to 
be added to the ATC mailing list, contact Sydney Turner, Metro Program Manager, at sturner@
r1planning.org

New Committee Aims to Promote and Coordinate 
Alternative Transportation Options

Colin Belle and Brandon Geber, R1PC team members, attended the first Northwest Illinois Water 
Study Stakeholder Committee meeting held at the Lake Carroll Clubhouse in Lanark, IL on May 30th. 
The Northwest Illinois Water Study launched on April 12th, 2018 to continue the State of Illinois’ 
commitment to the sustainable management of water resources through regional planning efforts. 
The meeting consisted of a presentation by the Illinois State Water Survey of their draft report Water 
Demand in the Rock River Water Supply Planning Region, 2010-2060, an informal discussion of the 
draft and presentation, and recommendations for future meeting locations and dates. Following 
similar studies conducted for other Illinois regions, the draft report details both the existing water 
demand and sources within the region as well as the growth-trend metrics used to forecast future 
water demand based on current trend, low-growth, and high growth scenarios. The draft report 

and accompanying presentation can be found 
at the Blackhawk Hills Regional Council’s 
website http://www.blackhawkhills.com/
water/.

For more information on water resources 
in the Rock River Region or to view other 
regions, please visit the Illinois State Water 
Survey webpage at https://www.isws.
illinois.edu/illinois-water-supply-planning. 
Any questions regarding the study can be 
sent to Dan Payette, Executive Director of 
Blackhawk Hills Regional Council (Daniel.
payette@blackhawkhills.com).

Northwest Illinois Water Study

Photo Source: Illinois State Water Survey

Michael Dunn attended his first 
annual National Association 
of Regional Councils meeting 
in June 2018.  He was able to 
participate in a three day peer 
exchange and look at how 
other regions throughout our 
nation are tackling economic, 
education and infrastructure 
issues.  Representatives from 
the Federal government were 
present briefing the conference 
on where we are headed on 
large capital investment for 
the nation’s infrastructure, and 
there was a lot of discussion on 
how new technologies will affect 
the movement of people and 
goods.

NARC Conference 
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Sydney Turner, Metro Program Manager, attended the 2018 Illinois Bike 
Summit hosted by Ride Illinois on May 7th at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. She joined over 300 bicycle advocates, planners, engineers, 
transportation agency staff, and others to learn about the current and future 
bicycle-related initiatives within Illinois. Participants were able to attend 
breakout sessions organized into three tracks: Infrastructure, Other E’s, 
and Advocacy. Session topics ranged from small town and rural multimodal 
networks and bike-friendly road projects to an academic look at bike equity 
and a comparison of bike share models. 

This year’s Summit also featured two keynote speakers, Chicago Department 
of Transportation Commissioner Rebekah Scheinfeld and Illinois Department 
of Transportation Secretary Randy Blankenhorn. Commissioner Scheinfeld 
discussed the innovative projects being undertaken by the City of Chicago, 

including a dockless bike share pilot program in Chicago’s South Side. Secretary Blankenhorn focused on the State’s commitment to their 
Complete Streets policy, as well as announced the projects awarded funding from the 2018 Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program 
(ITEP) cycle. 

Ride Illinois is a nonprofit organization working statewide for better bicycling conditions. They work statewide with local, state, and federal 
officials to advocate for bike friendly road design, trail development and funding, developing bicycle safety education programs, and propose 
legislation protecting cyclists’ rights, as well as collaborating with local bicycle clubs and advocates. 

The next Illinois Bike Summit will be held in 2020. For more information of this year’s summit or Ride Illinois, visit http://rideillinois.org/.

Better Biking for All: 2018 Illinois Bike Summit

Recently, R1PC examined trends in population for Winnebago County, Illinois Counties, and the state as a whole. A summary of takeaways is 
provided below.

• While Winnebago County experienced population growth prior to the Great Recession, since the peak in 2007, the county has been 
experiencing persistent and generally consistent decline.

• The State of Illinois has been experiencing a decline in population since 2013, but the decline in Winnebago County began earlier and is 
occurring at a faster rate. (See Graph).

• The driving force in population loss in Winnebago County is local residents moving elsewhere; while a sizable portion of the population 
loss is attributable to the larger migration trend out of Illinois, local factors such as a slow economic recovery may have an influence on 
the magnitude and timing of the loss. 

• Population loss in Winnebago County was largest among younger people – especially those under 20 and 25-to-44-year-olds (a range 
prioritized by regional economic and workforce development groups), yet gains were greatest among the population 65 and over. The 
combination of the aging population with losing younger 
people makes workforce retention and attraction one of 
the region’s highest priorities. 

• Most Illinois counties have lost population since 2010 
(or earlier), with only nine experiencing measurable 
growth. It is possible, however, that Winnebago County 
could grow resulting from migration out of Chicago. Some 
Collar Counties – Kane, Will, and most notably, Kendall – 
are gaining population, and nearby McHenry and Boone 
Counties are maintaining theirs. Furthermore, most 
population gains to Winnebago County within Illinois 
have been from Cook, Boone, DuPage, Kane, and Will 
Counties. 

For more information on topic, contact Thomas Bona, Director 
of Research and Information, tbona@r1planning.org, or Ivy 
Hood, Research Associate, ihood@r1planning.org. 

A Brief Look at Winnebago County Population in Context

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau County & State Intercensal Estimates 
2000-2010; Annual Estimate of the Resident Population 2010-
2017; U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2011-2015 
5 Year Estimates; Media reports and other studies

A Brief Look at Winnebago County Population in Context 
Recently, R1PC examined trends in population for Winnebago County, Illinois Counties, and the state as 
a whole. You can see a summary of takeaways below. 

 While Winnebago County experienced population growth prior to the Great Recession, since the 
peak in 2007, the county has been experiencing persistent and generally consistent decline. 

 The state of Illinois has been experiencing a decline in population since 2013, but the decline in 
Winnebago County began earlier and is occurring at a faster rate. (See Graph). 

 The driving force in population loss in Winnebago County is local residents moving elsewhere; 
while a sizable portion of the population loss is attributable to the larger migration trend out of 
Illinois, local factors such as a slow economic recovery may have an influence on the magnitude 
and timing of the loss.  

 Population loss in Winnebago County was largest among younger people – especially those 
under 20 and 25-to-44-year-olds (a range prioritized by regional economic and workforce 
development groups), yet gains were greatest among the population 65 and over. The 
combination of the aging population with losing younger people makes workforce retention and 
attraction one of the region’s highest priorities.  

 Most Illinois counties have lost population since 2010 (or earlier), with only nine experiencing 
measurable growth. It is possible, however, that Winnebago County could grow resulting from 
migration out of Chicago. Some Collar Counties – Kane, Will, and most notably, Kendall – are 
gaining population, and nearby McHenry and Boone Counties are maintaining theirs. 
Furthermore, most population gains to Winnebago County within Illinois have been from Cook, 
Boone, DuPage, Kane, and Will Counties.  

For more information on topic, contact Thomas Bona, Director of Research and Information, 
tbona@r1planning.org, or Ivy Hood, Research Associate, ihood@r1planning.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau County & State Intercensal Estimates 2000-2010; Annual Estimate of the Resident Population 
2010-2017; U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2011-2015 5 Year Estimates; Media reports and other studies  
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Marlana Dokken, Administrator of the Winnebago County 
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC), participated 
in a panel with the Illinois Criminal Justice Information 
Authority (ICJIA) at the 2018 County Criminal Justice 
Coordinating Council Summit, Data, Planning, & Impact in 
May.  ICJIA is the State Administering Agency (SAA) and the 
Statistical Analysis Center for all state criminal justice related 
funding. ICJIA has experienced a significant expansion in 
grant making - from approximately $37 million in 2015 to 
more than $100 million in 2017. The panel, titled “Show 
Me the Money”, discussed grant making and sustainable 
support for criminal justice projects.

Dokken shared that one of the many keys to a successful 
grant application is being able to clearly demonstrate yours 
is a multi-disciplinary collaboration. To that end, when 
multiple community agencies compete for the same grant, 
funders may view this as an indicator that one community 
may not be working as closely as another. Regarding 
sustainability, it was discussed that not every grant 
application should be sustainable. For example, the Opioid 
Crisis is a crisis – it should not be sustained, to some extent 
it should be resolved. Resolving typically involves systemic 
change, which again, requires a multi-disciplinary approach. 

Other panel members included John Maki, Executive 
Director, Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority; 
David Olson, Professor, Loyola University Department of 
Criminal Justice and Criminology & Co-director, Center for 
Criminal Justice Research, Policy and Practice; and Soledad 
McGrath, Senior Program Officer, Joyce Foundation.

County Criminal Justice 
Coordinating Council Summit

Regional Intelligent Transportation 
System Architecture Update Workshop
R1PC recently hosted the Regional Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) 
Architecture Update Workshop on May 31st in the Regional Design Center. 
As a continuation of IDOT’s Statewide ITS Architecture and Strategic Plan 
update, this workshop was held to coordinate work with ITS stakeholders 
within the region, as well as further R1PC’s effort to update the region’s 
ITS architecture. During the presentation, IDOT consultants gave updates 
on the existing ITS architecture and planning efforts for the region and 
state. Regional stakeholders were also given an overview of and the 
opportunity to edit architecture data in the latest ARC-IT 8.0 architecture 
software. IDOT and their consultants will begin preliminary work on the 
current regional ITS architecture and will release their work for R1PC to 
take over edits within the coming months.

IDOT is currently gathering input and coordinating with Illinois’ regions 
to incorporate into the plan update, which first launched in 2015. Goals 
of the project include: (1) to coordinate planning and deployment of ITS 
technologies to leverage funding and promote interoperability; (2) provide 
a working tool for improved planning, scheduling, and integration; (3) 
improve the sharing and dissemination of real-time information; (4) meet 
regional needs and support improved operation and management of 
the transportation system; and (5) assist in the development of federally 
required ITS architectures to guide deployment. 

Statewide Travel Demand Model Workshop

On May 8th, several R1PC staff members traveled to Illinois Department 
of Transportation (IDOT) headquarters in Springfield, Illinois to participate 
in a Statewide Travel Demand Model Workshop. IDOT is looking into 
establishing a statewide travel demand model and invited both local 
travel demand model users and stakeholders to provide input on the 
model’s development. Travel-demand models, like the one maintained 
by the R1PC, help transportation and land use planners provide reliable 
travel forecast and roadway scenario-testing data to users. The statewide 
version extends this service to rural areas of the state not covered by a 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) model and can better account 
for regional travel patterns, bridging MPOs and border states.

The workshop was led by IDOT’s consultants, RSG and their partners, CDM 
Smith, and Lochmueller Group. Beginning with a history of modeling both 
throughout the nation and within Illinois, the workshop dove into the 
current best practices in statewide modeling and applications, including 
the model’s role in performance measure data tracking and forecasting. 
With this data, the floor was opened up for discussion among the 
stakeholders. Input gathered at this event will be used in the subsequent 
steps of model development. R1PC will provide status updates and make 
draft documents available on our various platforms.



Thomas Bona, R1PC’s Research and 
Information Director, recently reviewed 
the essay collection Voices from the Rust 
Belt (Picador, 2018) for the quarterly 
print edition of the Indianapolis-based 
Englewood Review of Books. He highly 
recommends the collection, which 
includes 24 voices from large cities, small 
towns, and places in between, diverse not 
only in race, ethnicity, and gender, but in 
writing style. 

“At a time when it is more important 
than ever to understand the nuances of 
this complex region, what is published 
instead is often articles on the ‘typical’ 
Rust Belt resident,” Anne Trubek, the 
collection’s editor, introduces the book. 
“Generalizations about the region’s 
population are now as popular as simply 
ignoring the Rust Belt just a few years ago. 
Most are wrong.” The essays, culled from 
Trubek’s Belt Publishing’s series of books 
and Belt Magazine issues, include short 
bursts of literary nonfiction, longer memoir 
pieces, historical analyses, and manifestos 
for life in the post-Industrial northeast and 
Midwest. Of note for R1PC’s partners is an 
essay by Jason Segedy, Director of Planning 
and Urban Development, “Confessions of 
a Rust Belt Orphan; or, How I Learned to 
Stop Worrying and Love Akron” that talks 
of working to help move an older industrial 
community forward.

The review is not available online, 
but information about the quarterly 
print journal is available at http://
englewoodreview.org/subscribe-to-
the-quarterly-print-edition-of-the-
englewood-review/.

Book Review: Voices from the 
Rust Belt (Picador, 2018)

The Illinois Housing Development Authority (IHDA) recently awarded the Region 1 
Planning Council a Land Bank Capacity Program grant in the amount of $225,000 to 
be used for the purpose of establishing and operating a regional Land Bank.  The Land 
Bank Capacity Program (“LBCP”) was created in 2017 by IHDA to help empower local 
and regional revitalization efforts by increasing land banking capacity statewide. Funding 
for the program is derived from a national settlement secured by the Illinois Attorney 
General with the nation’s largest banks stemming from fraudulent foreclosure and 
mortgage services practices. 

So, what is a land bank? 
Contrary to what the name 
implies, land banks are 
not financial institutions; 
they are governmental 
entities or special purpose 
nonprofit corporations that 
specialize in the acquisition 
of problem properties, 
with the intention of 
either immediately 
returning these properties 
to productive use, or 
temporarily holding and 
maintaining them for the 

purpose of stabilizing distressed markets or fulfilling long-term land use and community 
goals. In short, land banks acquire title to problem properties, eliminate the liabilities, 
and transfer the properties to new, responsible owners in a transparent and efficient 
manner that supports community-based plans. (source: www.communityprogress.
net) This might include action such as demolishing unsalvageable homes or commercial 
buildings, creating open green space or a community garden, restoring residential or 
commercial structures, or simply holding land in stewardship until a new purpose can 
be determined or developed. Depending on state and local law, most land banks are 
granted special powers that enable them to undertake these activities more effectively 
and efficiently than other public or nonprofit entities. Using these special powers, land 
banks can streamline blight removal and create a nimble, accountable, and community-
driven approach to returning problem properties to productive use. (source: http://
www.communityprogress.net/land-banking-faq-pages-449.php)

While all land banks exist to serve the same primary purpose of acquiring problem 
properties and returning them to productive use, they are quite diverse in their structure 
and operations. In a 2014 national scan, the Center for Community Progress identified 
approximately 120 land banks and land banking programs across the country (there 
are currently two in Illinois). They vary greatly in terms of the types of cities, regions, 
and economic conditions in which they operate; the size of their inventories; their 
staff capacity; their legal authorities; and their goals and programs.  Approximately 70 
percent of land banks that currently exist in the United States were created pursuant 
to comprehensive state-enabling statutes that authorize local governments to create 
land banks. (source: http://www.communityprogress.net/land-bank-map-pages-447.
php) Illinois, however, has no such legislation. As a result, there are typically four ways 
to create a land bank in Illinois: a city with home rule powers can create a land bank; a 
county with home rule powers can create a land bank; a non-profit can establish one; or, 
a land bank can be created through Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) between local 
governments.  The Winnebago/Boone Land Bank will be created using the IGA model. In 
the coming months, R1PC will be working closely with its partners in Rockford, Belvidere, 
and the Counties of Boone and Winnebago to establish our regional Land Bank, set its 
strategic direction, and determine its operational policies and practices in preparation 
to begin acquiring property.  This process will involve many important start-up activities, 
including hiring a Land Bank Director. We look forward to providing future updates as the 
Land Bank takes shape!

Region 1 Awarded IHDA Land Bank Capacity 
Program Grant
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Region 1 Planning Council
313 North Main Street, Rockford, IL 61101

815.319.4180
r1planning.org

We want to highlight the diverse collection of individuals who work at Region 1 
Planning Council with our employee spotlight series. During this series, we will 
interview a different employee for each publication to hear a little about the 
people who make up our team.  This issue we are highlighting Marlana Dokken.

When did you join the R1PC team? I joined R1PC in May of 2016.

What is your education and background? As a lifelong Rockford resident, I 
attended RPS205 schools and was lucky enough to be around to take advantage of Vo-
Tec in the 80’s (which explains my love for the Barber Coleman project). My bachelor’s 
degree is from Judson University.

What is your job in 25 words or less? To facilitate, plan, develop, and execute 
collaborative projects, including grant writing and grant management, all for the most 
part, related to the criminal justice system.

What skills do you need as Project and Grant Manager? The skills needed 
for this role include a strong understanding of how the criminal justice system works, 
the goals of the agencies, the relationships among leaders, and the ability to work 
collaboratively across each part of the system. Also needed is knowledge of evidence-
based practices and of the service providers who work within the criminal justice 
continuum of care. Facilitation, grant writing, project management, and an ability to 
connect the dots are all part of it.

What aspect of your role do you enjoy the most? We have really sharp people 
working to solve some of our toughest problems – internally at R1PC and externally 
with our partners and policy makers. I really enjoy helping to connect those people and 
systems. 

When you are not working, what do you enjoy doing in your free time? 
When my daughter is home from college, I spend as much time with her as she will 
allow. Other than that, I can be found enjoying the company of family and good friends, 
often times at City Market or one of the many outdoor festivals our community and the 
surrounding communities have to offer.

What are some fun facts about you? I am reverting back to my childhood. I’ve 
replaced my furniture and now have a living room that’s beginning to look like a Brady’s 
starter home. I spend too much time on the internet searching for anything mid-century 
modern. I’m also on a mission to see my favorite bands/musicians “one more time” 
before they retire.

Marlana Dokken
REGIONAL GRANTS PROGRAM MANAGER

SPOTLIGHT 
Employee Brandon Steward has joined R1PC as a 

Marketing Intern. In this role, Brandon will be 
working with R1PC’s Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) to improve social media 
exposure, website design, as well as report 
designs/layouts.

Brandon is an Illinois native who is currently 
a senior at Northern Illinois University and 
is pursuing a degree in Marketing Research 
and Analytics with a certificate in Digital 
Marketing. 

Brandon Steward Joins the 
R1PC Team!
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