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January 18, 2018
RMAP Technical Committee

at Loves Park City Hall,
100 Heart Blvd., Loves Park, IL

- 10:00 AM

January 25, 2018
RMAP Policy Committee

at Regional Design Center,
315 N. Main St., Rockford IL

- 1:00 PM

February 13, 2018
RMAP Mobility Subcommittee
at RMTD East Side Transfer Center

725 N. Lyford Rd., Rockford IL
-10:00 AM

February 22, 2018
RMAP Technical Committee

at Loves Park City Hall,
100 Heart Blvd., Loves Park, IL

- 10:00 AM

RMAP Policy Committee
at Regional Design Center,

315 N. Main St., Rockford IL
- 1:00 PM

R1PC Board Meeting
at Regional Design Center,

315 N. Main St., Rockford IL
- 1:30 PM

March 13, 2018
RMAP Mobility Subcommittee
at RMTD East Side Transfer Center

725 N. Lyford Rd., Rockford IL
-10:00 AM

March 22, 2018
Environmental Committee

at Regional Design Center,
315 N. Main St., Rockford IL

- 4:00 PM

The first meeting of Region 1 Planning Council (R1PC) took place on December 14th in the Regional 
Design Center. Approximately twenty elected officials and community leaders were in attendance 
as board members. The organizations represented at the table included municipalities, county 
governments, utility providers, colleges and universities, economic development and workforce 
agencies, health care providers, and park districts. A large number of area professionals, many 
representing the same organizations and agencies, also attended the meeting to show a strong 
support of a regional approach.

The meeting’s agenda included the adoption of Region 1 Planning Council’s bylaws, as well as the 
appointment of the Chairman and Vice Chairman. Mayor Mike Chamberlain, City of Belvidere, 
was appointed as the Chairman of R1PC and Chairman Frank Haney, Winnebago County, was 
appointed Vice-Chairman. Additional topics discussed at the meeting included an outline of 
the proposed schedule of meetings, brief overview of each of the divisions within R1PC, and 
description of the Environmental Committee.

The final portion of the meeting reviewed the next action steps for R1PC. These action items 
include establishing a new fiscal agent, preparing the annual budget, the development of a 
Council of Governments, and updates from committees. 

R1PC Board meetings with be held the fourth Thursday of even months at 1:30 PM in the Regional 
Design Center, 315 North Main Street, Rockford. The next meeting will be February 22nd at 1:30 
PM.

Region 1 Planning Council’s Inaugural 
Meeting

Cancellations will be posted on the 
website.

Upcoming Events

http://www.rmapil.org/upcoming-meetings/
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Planners from various partner agencies engaged in a semester-long planning education 
activity at Jefferson High School in Rockford through the American Planning Association (APA) 
Ambassador Program. Tim Bragg (Rockford Park District), Nathan Bruck, AICP (City of Loves 
Park), Jon Paul Diipla, AICP (R1PC), and David Sidney, AICP (Transform Rockford) coordinated 
with Mr. Craig Stenberg, Architectural and Engineering Design Pathway Teacher, and his student 
teams as they developed conceptual site plans and uses for the former Magna grocery store 
site in Rockford, IL.  During this semester-long project, the planner team visited the classroom 
periodically and assisted students by answering questions regarding the planning profession, 
urban design principles, compatibility of conceptual designs with nearby existing land uses, 
and the surrounding transportation network.   This project culminated in poster presentation 
sessions in which each student team discussed their site layout and plans.  

Educating the Next Generation on Urban Design
BY: JON PAUL DIIPLA, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF REGIONAL PLANNING

The most recent set of demographic, social, and economic data from the U.S. Census Bureau 
was released in December, proving an updated look at our region, especially smaller counties, 
communities, and census tracks and block groups. The 2012-2016 American Community 
Survey 5-Year Estimates are important to Region 1 Planning Council’s work in transportation, 
land use, and economic development planning, as well as grant writing and research efforts. 
The estimates are also important to our government, educational, nonprofit and private sector 
partners, and R1PC’s Analytics team is available to assist in gathering and analyzing the most 
relevant data in the best format for your needs.

Here are some answers to questions you may have about the ACS data:

How can I access ACS data? The website Factfinder.Census.gov is the easiest way. The 
Census is beta testing Data.Census.gov, which will be even more user friendly.

How does the ACS differ from the Decennial Census? The ACS estimates replaced 
the “long-form” Census and provide the only available federal data regarding detailed 
characteristics of the population. ACS data is comparable to the 2000 and 2010 Census, 
though for basic counts and characteristics, the 2010 Census or the annual Population 
Estimates Program are often best. ACS is a survey-based estimates program, not a “complete 
count” as the decennial Census strives to be.

What kind of information is available in the ACS? A list of the many subjects is 
available here.

When should I use the 5-Year estimates vs. the 1-Year estimates? The 1-Year 
estimates only cover geographies with populations of 60,000 or more, because of 
sample size limitations. The 5-Year estimates are available not only for smaller counties 
and communities, but at the tract and block group level. R1PC uses that these smaller 
geographies to create demographic maps. These smaller geographies can also be combined 
into custom area for neighborhood-based analysis. The 5-Year estimates are the most precise 
estimates; while the 1-Year estimates provide the timeliest data and are useful for a short-
term time series.

For more information on how the Analytics team can help you, contact us at tbona@
r1planning.org to learn more.

2016 American Community Survey Released 
from US Census
BY: THOMAS BONA, RESEARCH AND INFORMATION DIRECTOR

Public Comment Period 
Open for RMAP’s Public 
Participation Plan
BY:SYDNEY TURNER, 
METROPOLITAN PLANNER

Rockford Metropolitan Agency for 
Planning (RMAP) is seeking public 
comments on its draft of the Public 
Participation Plan.

The Public Participation Plan (PPP) is 
a federally required document that 
identifies the methods and strategies 
taken by RMAP to engage the public in 
transportation planning decisions. The 
document also provides information 
regarding the transportation planning 
process, organizations involved in the 
transportation planning process and 
other RMAP planning documents.

The draft PPP can be viewed here.

As mentioned, the PPP is required by 
the federal Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act (FAST Act). As 
stipulated in FAST Act, a 45-day public 
comment period is afforded. The 
purpose of this comment period is to 
solicit feedback from the public as to 
how they perceive the transportation 
planning process as well as solicit 
suggestions from the public as to how 
to better the process. 

Public comments will be accepted 
regarding the PPP from January 2, 
2018 until February 16, 2018. The 
Comments can be submitted to RMAP 
through email, telephone, or sending 
written comments.

www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/subjects.html
http://www.rmapil.org/wp-content/uploads/ppp_draft_2018.pdf
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The Environmental Committee’s second meeting took place on November 30th with an 
attendance of 25 individuals, including some new faces. The three agenda items for the 
November 30th meeting, included:

• An introduction the Region 1 Planning Council (R1PC),

• The role of the Environmental Committee within the RPC, and

• Setting committee-wide and topic-specific goals.

During the meeting, each working group analyzed the goals and strategies from the 
Rockford Regional Vital Signs Report. The seven different topic-based working groups within 
the Environmental Committee are: energy conservation/consumption, land use/growth 
management, water resources, education/culture, infrastructure, biodiversity, and health. 
While many of them overlap directly with a topic chapter or two in the Rockford Regional 
Vital Signs Report, they are also continuously flexible based on committee members’ 
interests, passions, and expertise. At the end of the meeting, each group reported back on 
their experience with analyzing the goals. Each group took a different, but ultimately effective 
approach in completing this task.

The next Environmental Committee meeting will be on March 22nd from 4PM-6PM at the 
Regional Design Center in downtown Rockford. Future meetings will take place every other 
month from 4:00PM-6PM in the Regional Design Center. 

Environmental Committee’s Goals & Priorities 
Taking Shape
BY: BEN ROHR, LAND USE PLANNER

Thomas Bona was recently asked to represent Region 1 Planning Council on “Coordinating to Improve Our Region’s Infrastructure” panel 
at U.S. Rep. Cheri Bustos’ annual Economic Summit this past November at Augustana College in Rock Island. Audience members included 
government officials and business leaders from around Bustos’ northwestern Illinois district. Bona shared the history of transportation and 
economic development planning conducted by the organizations that now make up R1PC, and how with subject matter experts now in the 
same office, the organization provides more coordinated assistance to the region. For example, Bona discussed how long-term planning, 
coupled with workforce and economic impact research and grant writing – much conducted by or in partnership with R1PC –led to the 
development of the future workforce development center for Rock Valley College (RVC) at the Barber-Colman campus. Bustos, in her keynote 
speech, also praised the partnership of local, state, and federal government, as well as Chicago Rockford International Airport and RVC, in 
drawing AAR Corp’s aircraft maintenance, repair, and overhaul facility to Rockford.

Bona’s panel was moderated by the executive director of Bi-State 
Regional Commission, the regional council for the Quad Cities, 
which has provided one of the models R1PC was inspired by. Also on 
the panel were the executive directors of Blackhawk Hills Regional 
Council, which represents counties to the west and south of our 
region, and Tri-County Regional Planning Commission in the Peoria 
area.

Panelists all agreed the best way for the private sector to partner 
with the infrastructure planners in their region is to connect with 
their local government officials and explain their needs. Local 
government officials can then explain what road, utility, broadband, 
and other projects are planned, but also bring business concerns to 
the regional council. In the R1PC forum, government officials plan 
for projects that bring the most benefit to businesses, as opposed 
to making scattered, unconnected investments that don’t generate 
much economic growth.

Coordinating to Improve Our Region’s Infrastructure
BY: THOMAS BONA, RESEARCH AND INFORMATION DIRECTOR

Joint Planning Efforts 
Highlighted for the State
BY: BEN ROHR, LAND USE 
PLANNER

A representative from the Illinois 
Department of Public Health (IDPH) 
visited the area this past November 
to attend a presentation by the Boone 
County Health Department, Boone 
County Planning Department, and 
R1PC. The presentation highlighted 
the integration and collaboration 
between the Boone County 
Comprehensive Plan process and the 
Boone County Health Department’s 
Illinois Project for Local Assessment of 
Needs (IPLAN) planning process. The 
two processes have share of resources 
and data, coordinated plan timelines, 
and attended each other’s public 
meetings as part of the collaborate 
effort. The IDPH representative was 
pleased and excited to see the effort 
and stated that he would like to see it 
become a model within the state.



We want to highlight the diverse collection of individuals who work at Region 1 
Planning Council with our employee spotlight series. During this series, we will 
interview a new employee for each publication to hear a little about the people 
who make up our team.  This issue we are highlighting Ivy Hood.

When did you join the R1PC team? January 3, 2017

What is your education and background? B.S. in Economics and International 
Studies from Rockford University, 2016

What is your job in 25 words or less? Simply, my job is to find the most accurate 
information and format it into something easily comprehendible for internal use or for 
partner agencies.

What skills do you need as Research Associate? It’s imperative to be detail 
oriented and inherently curious.

What aspect of your role do you enjoy the most? I love studying a new topic; 
data and research can be very technical, so it’s an outlet to uninhibitedly dive into 
something. 

What has been your favorite project at R1PC? The Proposed Consolidation 
of the Winnebago County Clerk and Recorder. I love the idea that it’s possible to use 
resources in the most effective and efficient way possible, and growing up I studied a 
lot of philosophy and logic; this project allowed me to go back to that and think about a 
question from every angle. 

What is most rewarding about your job; what makes it all worthwhile? I 
love feeling like I am a part of something that could impact our whole region. 

What is your favorite part about working for R1PC? My colleagues!

When you are not working, what do you enjoy doing in your free time? 
I’m a bit of a gym rat, and I love hiking and kayaking in the warmer seasons.

What are some fun facts about you? In college, I studied in Japan for a year and 
I’m a huge fan of Harry Potter and Sherlock Holmes.

Region 1 Planning Council
313 North Main Street, Rockford, IL 61101

815.319.4180
r1planning.org

Ivy Hood
RESEARCH ASSOCIATE

SPOTLIGHT 
Employee The Comprehensive 

Planning Process for 
Boone County Gathers 
Student Input
BY: BEN ROHR, LAND USE 
PLANNER

On December 7th, Boone County and 
Region 1 Planning Council conducted 
six focus group sessions at Belvidere 
High School and Belvidere North High 
School. The conversations focused on 
the future of Boone County from the 
perspective of high school students. 
The students provided input on what 
they would like to see change, what 
would drive them to live in the county 
after graduation, and if they supported 
the goals created through the goals 
created through the previous Boone 
County Comprehensive Plan public 
participation process. Additionally, 
a survey created by R1PC was 
distributed via email to all students 
at North Boone High School. The 
survey asked questions that mirrored 
those asked during the focus groups, 
in an attempt to get the opinion of 
all high school students in the county 
on similar topics. Sixty-five students 
participated in the survey.

In addition to the high-school 
engagement, the Comprehensive 
Plan process included five topic-
specific public workshops with 170 
total people in attendance. It was a 
fantastic overall showing of support 
and participation by residents of 
Boone County. With the participation 
of the high school students, the initial 
public participation phase is now 
complete.

http://r1planning.org
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